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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BERLIN 05500 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TSPA, GE.SU 

SUBJECT: JOINT SOVIET-GDR SPACE FLIGHT 

THE EMBASSY HAS HEARD FROM SEVERAL GDR MEDIA SOURCES, 
INCLUDING JOURNALISTS AND TV. THAT A JOINT GDR-SOVIET 
SPACE FLIGHT IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN AUGUST 25. THESE 
SOURCES STATE THAT THEIR OFFICES HAVE MATERIALS PLANNED 
FOR EXTENSIVE COVERAGE. AT THE SAME TIME THEY SAY THAT 
THEY HAVE BEEN ASKED TO KEEP THE MATTER SECRET UNTIL THE 
FLIGHT TAKES PLACE. THEY FIND THIS RESTRICTION RIDICULOUS 
AND ASSUME THAT DESPITE THE INTENSIVE PUBLICITY THAT WILL 
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PAGE 02 BERLIN 05500 231252Z 

BE GENERATED, THE AVERAGE GDR CITIZEN WILL NOT BE PARTI 
CULARLY IMPRESSED BY THE EVENT, IN PART BECAUSE THE GDR 
HAS ALREADY BEEN PRECEDED INTO SPACE BY THE CZECHS AND 
THE POLES. BOLEN 
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